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The South Lake Restoration 
By Richard E.Hoynes 
 
It was the spring of 2002 when I decided to buy the old 
home at 201 South Lake Drive in Belmar, NJ. I was 
looking for a fixer upper in Belmar and stumbled across 
this old home on a hill overlooking Silver Lake with ocean 
views and beautiful sunsets.  It had been sitting vacant for 
about 3 years.  The walls and ceiling were falling in after 
some major water damage from a 3rd floor bathroom leak 
ran through the home into the basement.  It was several 
weeks and 4 feet of water filled the basement before the 
owner realized the problem.    
 
There were sagging floors, broken windows, no insulation, 
and wind whistled through the home.  When an old house 
has sagging and sloping floors and crooked walls, we say 
it has character.  In a new home it’s called a structural 
defect.  The 1970’s vintage orange shag 
carpet in the living and dining rooms 
smelled of mold and mildew.  Rumor had 
it that the home was haunted, though the 
home had a good feeling about it.  From 
time to time, I think I hear noises in the 
night, coming from the attic.  Perhaps it’s 
just my imagination. 
 
The grandfather of the current owners 
built the home in 1910 when the road was 
still dirt and horse drawn carriages were a 
common means of transportation.  I’d 
never taken on a project this size and 
wasn’t sure what to expect, except a lot of 
work.  The grandson and one of the three 
sibling owners told me he sold me the 
home because I was not going to knock it 
down.  I did contemplate it, but I wanted to 
keep the height and setbacks, and frankly, 
the home had a lot of charm.   
  
I was a bit reluctant to take on a project of 
this size, but something about the house 
made me think twice.   
 
The home was 3 story home and about 
4500 square feet without the porches.  
The porches were a main attraction for 
me.  They were 10’ deep and wrapped the 
home on 3 sides. This old colonial home 
on Silver Lake had 7 bedrooms and 5 
baths.   
 
The electric was original (old knob and 

 
Richard Hoynes 

 
201 South Lake Drive – Lake View 

 
Front View – Before Renovation 
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tube) with the exception of some new wiring on the 1st floor and an upgraded (150 Amp) service.   
The hallways had the old push button light switches, just like the ones in my grandmother’s old pre-
war brown stone in Brooklyn.   
  
The home had been vacant for 
about 3 years.  There’s an old safe 
in the basement that hadn’t been 
opened in at least 40 years.  The 
dial was fused and rusted, probably 
from being submerged in water.  
The previous owner was planning to 
remove it.  I told him not to.  I liked 
the mystery of not knowing what 
was inside and it’s become quite a 
discussion piece.  Rumor has it 
there is an old gun in there. 
 
The home had beautiful 
lakefront and ocean views.  A 
cool breeze blew across the 
lake.  The local ducks and 
geese frequently strolled 
across the lawn to feast on 
whatever they could find in 
the yard or bake themselves 
in the sun.   It is a peaceful 
place without the constant 
flow of traffic that is common 
on Ocean Avenue along the beach.   
 
The home needed a new roof, siding, doors and windows.  The repair of the plaster would have cost 
almost as much as installing new sheet rock in the entire home, and with all the uneven walls, would 
not have looked as good as new walls.   I thought since I was doing most of the house over anyway, it 
made sense to replace the plumbing and electric.   

 
The ceilings and walls were cracked.  The floors were crooked and fell several inches as you walked 
across the rooms.  This was a home in need of lots of tender love and care.   The kitchen was small 
and had old built in wood and metal cabinets.   Love that wallpaper.  As you walked through the rear 
porch of the home into the small kitchen, you were half expecting to fall through the floor into the 
basement.  Between the kitchen and dining room was a butlers pantry, common in colonial homes of 
the time.   
 

   
The Kitchen

   
Side Views 

  

DINING ROOM
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The house had softwood floors throughout, though a bright orange 1970 vintage deep shag carpet 
covered them.    
 
The prior owner had buried a fireplace in the living room wall.  I took a chisel to the fireplace to 
remove cement that had been applied to the face.   
I found buried pocket doors between the living room and dining room.  The tracks were rusty  
and difficult to move.   A visit to the local lumber store solved my problem.  They carried a new track 
for the doors, which I installed in about 2 hours once I got the hang of it.    

 

   
 

 

 

 
3rd Floor Stairwell 
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The Original Home in 1910 
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The Planning 

The more you plan up front, the better off you are.  I went to a local architect to discuss a 
plan for the house.   He wanted $30-40,000 for the plan.   This seemed a bit steep since I 
was mostly going to use the existing structure and floor plan.    
 
I had experience with 3D Home Architect, a $49 package I bought from CompUSA, and so I 
began by measuring the house and putting the current floor plan in the software.  I ran into 
limitations with the software when trying to get the roofs right.  I researched it and found that 
Broderbund, the company 
that developed 3D Home 
Architect, had a 
professional version called 
Chief Architect that sold for 
about $1,300.  I bought the 
software and began to 
teach myself.   
 
I created floor plans and 
renderings to give to the 
contractors.  After 
purchasing several books 
on contracting your own 
home, I prepared a 
Statement of Work that 
described what I wanted 
done.   I reshaped rooms, 
removed walls, and gave 
lots of thought to what I was going to put in the house.   
 
The nice thing about these software packages is the ability 
to render 3D images of the finished product.  All the renderings in this article were done with 
Chief Architect. 
 
The old kitchen had a butler’s pantry.   My new plan removed it in favor of an open look 
between the Kitchen and dining room.  I made bigger and fewer bedrooms by removing 
walls.  The new plan had 5 bedrooms and 5 baths.   

  
Rendering with Chief Architect and…………………………. Actual Photograph 
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One version of the plan had stone facing on the 1st floor, but when I got the price, decided 
on Cedar impression vinyl.   
 
 

Contractor Selection 
Selecting the right contractor is the most important decision you can make.  I was fortunate 
that I knew a contractor I trusted.  With that said, I did not give him the entire job.  I gave him 
the pieces of work I knew he could and wanted to do.  How would you know what a 
contractor doesn’t want to do? Well, simply look at their proposed prices.  If the price seems 
high, get other bids.   
 
An example of this was the drywall pricing.  His price was $36,000.  The home would need 
approximately 450 sheets of 4x8 5/8 “ sheetrock.  The going price for the installation, taping, 
and spackling is about $15-20/board.  If my math is correct, that’s more like $9,000. I got 
prices as low as $8,000.  I selected Blue Ridge drywall for $15, 480.  They are a big outfit 
and I thought they would do a good job. 
 
Buy a book on contracting your own home.  It is well worth the investment.   It will tell you 
things like, be sure the contractor has insurance.   Check references.  I solicited at least 3 
bids for every piece of work.  I received bids for the entire project from $225,000 up to 
almost $700,000 for the same work.  Remember, cheaper is not always better.   



April 1, 2007  Page 10 of 67 

 

The Demolition 
 

The best way to start a major renovation of a home 
with major damage to the plaster and lath walls is 
to gut the house.    It is also cheaper in the long 
run.  This home was sided in several layers of 
Stucco.  The windows were the original drafty ones 
with the counter weights in the walls.  There were 
four original stained glass windows in the baths.   
 
The proposals for the demolition ranged from 
$14,000 to $50,000.  Most estimated 10 - 30 yard 
dumpsters.  In the end, we used 10.  The 
demolition included removing all the plaster and 
Lath, the wiring, and the plumbing.  
 
There was asbestos wrapping the air conditioning 
ducts.  We would need to install fire blocks because 
of the balloon framing.  
 
I planned for bigger windows throughout the house 
to maximize the views.  The master bedroom would 
have French doors opening out to the 10’ deep 2nd 
floor porches.  
 

After removing the under belly of the second floor porch, it was clear we would need to 
rebuild the porches to ensure they were safe.  The main support beams were toe nailed in.  
They had pulled out over time.   Newer decks are built with steel joist hangers that prevent 
them from falling over time.  Some of the main joists were 2”x4” and 2”x6” beams. Newer 
decks use 2”x10” joists.  I used treated lumber also.   
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For the Do It Your Selfer 
 
If you want to do some of the work yourself and learn as you go, I suggest getting some 
good books on the particular things you want to do.  After a lot of research, I found the Black 
& Decker book series to be the most comprehensive and easiest to read and understand.  I 
bought and read their books on carpentry, plumbing, electric, and masonry.   
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Reframing and Wood Repairs 
 
The sheathing had to be replaced on one corner of the 
house.   The existing sheathing is ¾” thick, tung in groove.  
 
Apparently, there was a water leak a number of years ago in 
the 3rd floor bath.  Since the home was a summer home, 
before the family realized it, there was 4 feet of water in the 
basement.  The water damaged plaster all through the 
home.   
 
The wood was rotten and brittle.   In fact, I could push my 
finger clean through to the back of the stucco siding. We 
reframed the baths and replaced the ¾ tung in groove 
sheathing with plywood.    
 
 

Framed the new fireplaces in the Dining Room and Kitchen 
 

  
Framing of the tray ceiling in the kitchen, the archway, and a custom shower stall 

 

  
 
 

The Staircases 
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The staircase in the home was sagging.  A prior owner ran a metal pole to the rafters in the 
ceiling and drilled a hole in the old staircase to prevent it from falling.  There was a lack of 
support, though the design was nice.  We decided to remove the old staircase and build new 
ones.  I struggled with it as I really wanted to keep the old look and character.   
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Windows & Doors 
 
The windows were the original windows with the counter weights 
in the walls. I planned to replace them all with larger windows.   I 
received labor pricing from $200 to$350 per window.  This 
assumed reframing to accommodate larger windows in most 
cases.  There were closed to 50 windows in the home.  I asked 
the contractor to try and save the stained glass windows. They 
were in four of the bathrooms.   
 
The door search took quite some time as I learned about which 
doors are the best price performers.  ThermaTru fiberglass 
doors got rave reviews.  They look like wood, but perform better 
over time.  Though I was partial to Mahagony, I decided to use a 
Thermatru fiberglass door for the front entry door and Anderson 
for almost all the other entry doors facing the water.  I chose a 
fiberglass Stanley door for the rear entry door.   
 
For interior doors, I chose pre-hung six panel hard core doors.  

They looked a lot like the original doors and I wanted to keep the home looking like the 
period.  After researching many types of doorknobs, I chose a combination of Baldwin and a 
porcelain handle from another manufacturer.  The Baldwin knobs were the best and most 
expensive.   They also matched the brass handles on the Anderson doors.   
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Window Framing on the 2nd and 3rd floor master suites 
 

   
 

  
 



April 1, 2007  Page 18 of 67 

 

The Porches 
When I started the project, I had planned to reinforce the porches, replace any rotten wood, 
put new decking on the floor, and replace the rails.  Upon further inspection, this became 
impossible.  The corners appeared to be eaten by termites.  Upon opening the ceiling, we 
found the joists were in some cases, 2x4’s’, 2x6’s, and 2x10’s, many of which had been toe 
nailed in and had pulled away from the house.   The rip off begins.  We removed the old 
porches, checked the footings and rebuilt the entire structure using modern building 
techniques.  This included using treated 2x10 lumber joists and metal joist hangers nailed 
into a 2x10” ledger.  
 

 
I chose Brazilian Ipe (Ironwood) for the deck.  Ipe is one of the hardest woods on earth.  It 
requires carbide blades to cut it and supposedly has the same burn factor as metal.  You 
fasted the deck to the joists with plastic biscuit fasteners that are hidden once installed.  
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Siding 
 
When I bought the home, it had several layers of stucco siding.  It 
was cracked and falling off the home in several places.  In fact, 
the home had so much water damage in several bathrooms that I 
could push my finger right through to the stucco, which apparently 
was all that held up the bathroom wall.  Needless to say, after 
ripping off all the stucco, we had a lot of reframing and sheathing 
to do. 
 
Because of the heavy winds off the ocean and lake, I decided to 
use Certainteed Cedar Impression vinyl siding.  I took bids from 5 
siding contractors, looked at everyone’s references, and selected 
Joe Berardesco.    Every reference he gave me was a beautiful 
siding job.  He paid attention to the details.  He didn’t nickel and 
dime me to death, and he is a hell of a nice guy.  I had trouble 
determining that the homes he gave me were actually vinyl 
without touching them.  I could see the “J” chanel around the windows and doors of all the 
other siding contractors references.  Joe used a special window and door surround that hid 
all the “J” chanel and made it almost impossible to tell the home was vinyl.  For the arches, 
Joe used a special maintenance free board called Azac.  When he was finished, the siding 
looked perfect.   
 

 
 

 

 
No “J” Chanel 

 
Before 
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Roofing 
The plan was to rip off the old roof, re-sheath it, 
repair any damage and apply a new roof that 
enhanced the beauty of the home.  The soffits 
were damaged.  There were different 
thicknesses of sheathing on the roof.  There 
were several layers of old roofing on the home, 
including wood shakes, and old red shingles.  It 
looked like it had been patched together over 
the years and there was water damage from a 
previous poor roofing job.  I also had a roof with 
two peeks and a valley that collected water.   
We decided to build a platform across them and 
make a widows walk with a nice rail. 
 
The big question, which roof to choose?  Most 
of the roofing contractors recommended GAF 
and most recommended the Timberline 
roofing shingles.   I wanted a more classic 
look.  I like the textured look of the Timberline, 
but everyone around me has them.  I like the 
look of slate.   
 
My siding and roofing contractor, Joe 
Berardesco, put me in touch with Diane Gola, 
a marketing executive with GAF.  After looking 
at the shingles, I selected the Country Mansion shingles.  Diane told me about a new thicker 
Country Mansion shingle they were about to release.  It was multi layered, thicker than 
previous versions, looked like slate and had a lifetime warranty.   Diane brought over a few 
samples and I knew immediately this was the shingle for my home. They were elegant and 
unique.  I also appreciated how customer oriented GAF was to deal with. 
 

The shingle was a big hit with 
passers by and looked nice with 
copper valleys.  My neighbors, 
Chris and Christine Hatfield had 
renovated their home several 
years earlier.  They remarked that 
they wished they had used my 
shingle on the house.   
 
Joe’s crew remarked on the quality 
of the roofing material.  The 
installation took about a week.  
Much of the time was spent re-
sheathing the roof.  As you can 
expect with an old house, there 
was a layer of wood shakes, and 
old shingles to be ripped off before 

 
 

GAF’s New Country Mansion  
Lifetime Shingle

 
The Widows Walk 

 
The Original Roof 
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installing the new roof.  We could have installed the new roof over the old one, but I really 
wanted the job to be top shelf.  I asked the roofing contractors to re-sheath the roof before 
applying the new shingles.   
 
 

 
 

The Photo Shoot 
 
After the exterior of the home was finished, GAF’s photographer, Jeff Herbert of Herbert 
Studios, came buy to shoot the roof for the cover of the GAF new Country Mansion shingle 
brochure.  Jeff is a very good photographer.  He does work for many corporations like GAF 
and Benjamin Moore.  He takes his time and has a good eye for the right shot.   
 
He started about 7am and of course I had to go up on the lift to take some pictures of my 
own. 
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Plumbing 
“Artwork” is the only word to describe the quality of work done by Rick Lewis, owner of 
Jersey Coast Mechanical.  After many interviews and proposals, I selected to Plumb the 
home.  He does nice work. Smooth clean joints on all the pipes, all the pipes in the middle of 
the studs, and neat work are all characteristics of his work.   
 
I chose Kohler for most of the bath fixtures.  They have some nice old world designs and 
enough different styles and variety that they worked out well.  They were also a bit less 
expensive than American Standard.   
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Bathroom Tile  
    Avenue A Bath Tile      Avenue B Bath Tile  1st Floor Bath 

   
2nd Floor Master Bath 
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3rd Floor Master bath   
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Electric/Lighting 
Having done some electrical wiring before, I decided to wire most of the house myself.  I 
read up on the local building codes to be sure I did everything to code.  I hired a helper, 
Jesse to help with various projects.  Jessie is talented and could do just about any small to 
medium size project.  She helped me with the electric, and many other small jobs.   I hired a 
local electrician, John McAlister to upgrade the service to 325 amps.   
 
For the connections to the 3 zones of HVAC, and the service upgrade, I decided to use an 
electrician.   Several long weekends later, we finished the electric.  

 
I thought soffit lighting might make the home 
stand out, so I installed recessed lighting in 
the ceiling of the 1st floor porch and in the 
soffits around the home over the 2nd floor 
porch.   
 
Lanterns look nice on an old colonial.   The 
side door lanterns were equipped with 
day/night sensors to turn them on when I am 
not home.  The front door lantern and the 3rd 
floor front porch lanterns were a more 
traditional style.   
 

For the interior lighting, I installed recessed lighting 
on smart dimmers throughout the home.  Home 
Depot and Lowes have reasonable pricing on 
lighting.   
 
The dining room chandelier (right) was purchased 
at Lowes. It came as part of a set that I used 
throughout the dining room and kitchen.   
 

 
 
We built a tray ceiling in the kitchen with rope lights providing a nice up lighting effect around 
the tray.    
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Central Vac 
 
I purchased the central vac from Sharthome.com and installed it myself.  The pipe 
installation is similar to installing regular PVC plumbers pipe and took me about 3 days with 
a helper to run the pipe and run the 220 volt line to the unit.  I installed 2-3 vacuum outlets 
on each floor.   
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Home Automation 
 
With the evolution of the Internet, and the convergence of 
audio, video, and computers, I decided to prepare the home 
for the new millennium.  My day job is Vice President of 
Information Systems for Pfizer’s Consumer business.  I 
wanted to prepare the home for the digital revolution, 
including, smart appliances, intercom, central alarm, audio in 
every room, etc.    As I began to investigate solutions for home 
automation, it became clear that no one vendor had it all.   I 
would have to research all that I wanted to accomplish and 
select components balancing cost, capability, and 
compatibility.   
 
 
Cable Infrastructure 
 
With high-speed Internet access and fiber optic connections giving network speeds of a 
Gigabit or more, I decided to wire the home with the latest network cable available.   I turned 
to www.Smarthome.com and found a combination cable that contained a pair of Category 6 
network cable, a pair of fiber optic cables, and a pair of coax cables all in one.  I wanted to 
have high speed Internet access from any location in the house.  I also installed a wireless 
Local Area Network (LAN) connection for those days when I wanted to sit outside and 
access the Internet, my office e-mail or the company Intranet (Internal Network).   
 
There are at least two providers of technology for home automation, FutureSmart 
(www.futuresmart.com) and HAI (Home Automation Inc.).  You can purchase both from 
Smarthome.com (www.smarthome.com).  HAI is also sold in Lowes.   I selected the 
FutureSmart Super Pro Series 32 Panel.  It is designed for semi-custom and custom homes, 
and include extra deep wall-mount housings for accommodating numerous cable runs.  
Smarthome.com provides good service.  After receiving my order, I realized I had the wrong 
rough in rings for the speakers.  Smarthome made the returns easy and hassle free.   
 
After finishing the walls, trim, and painting, I began to finish the wiring by connecting the 
CAT5 connectors in the FutureSmart panel and putting the connectors on the combo cables 
installed.   It was fun.  Most people shy away from wiring, but the connectors are much 
simpler to install than most people think.     
 
 
 

 
FutureSmart 
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Digital Music Server and Multi Zone Amplifier 
 
My desire was to provide my guest and family the ability to select their own music from each  
zones (rooms or pre-defined areas for sound) in the home.  I looked for a computer-based 
system that would provide the ability to take all kinds of audio files (CD’s, MPEG’s, WAV, 
etc) and store them on a hard disk for retrieval from any zone in the home.  I also wanted an 
amplifier than allowed separate volume controls for each zone.   
 
After much researching, I selected Elan 
Home Systems 
(www.ElanHomeSystems.com) for the 
Digital Audio Server and the System 6 multi-
zone amplifier.   
The Elan VIA!dj™ Video Music Server is a 

digital audio storage and music management system with a 160 gigabyte 
hard drive that gives you instant access to all your music from any VIA!® 
Touchpanel or television in the home. With four discrete pairs of audio 
outputs, having one VIA!dj™ is like having four separate CD changers – 
each one capable of independently playing any song from your entire music 
collection – instantly, from any room. 
 

VIA!® is a full-color LCD touch panel that can be used to control all of 
your Audio/Video components and other house-wide electronic systems such 
as Lighting, Security and Thermostats. It is also a video monitor, 
allowing you to view anything from security cameras to the Weather 
Channel at the touch of a button.  The only drawback is the price ($1,600).  
Elan also sells a non-video panel (Z-Pad) for about $350 that fits in a standard outlet box.  
Of course, I like the video panel.   
 

 
The System6 is a six-source by six-zone 
integrated audio preamp controller and 
power amplifier. It allows up to six audio 
sources to be accessed independently by 
up to 12 keypads located in six separate 
zones. Keypad RJ-45 jacks on the back of 

the unit make installation practically plug n’ play. 
 
 
The big question was where to put all this technology.  I decided to put it under the stairs in 
the living room.  I constructed a built in stereo cabinet to house all the components.    
 
After receiving the VIA Dj and the amplifiers, I went about installing the system.  My first 
learning was that this technology is still in its adolescence.  The VIA Dj is a Windows NT 
based system.  The programming clearly was done by techies who wanted job security.   
The programming is currently primitive, and not user friendly.   This requires special training 
and hardware to configure and install, though if they made it easier, it could be installed by 
the homeowner.  This provides for jobs for installers.  I think there is a business opportunity 
here.   
 
Elan also confuses things by using a unique wiring pattern for the CAT 5 connectors.   Why 
wouldn’t you use the same configuration so you can use a standard CAT5 wire?  Using an 
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ELAN specific plug configuration makes no sense.  It means you have to put your own 
connectors on the wire.  With that said, once configured, the system works fabulously.   
 
High Tech Audio in Eatontown sent Pete, their installer to help me configure the system.  He 
was very helpful.   
 
 
Built In Speakers 
After visiting various stereo stores and listening to speakers from JBL, SpeakerCraft, 
HomeTech, Polk, and various others, I learned a few basic things.  First, in-wall speakers 
will invariably provide a better sound than in-ceiling speakers, basically because in ceiling 
speakers are pointer at the floor and in wall speakers are directed across the room.  The 
local high-end audio store suggested SpeakerCraft.   
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The Fireplace Restoration 

 
 

   
 

Opening The Fireplace

  

    

  
The Fireplace Restoration 
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Sheetrock 
I selected Blue Ridge Drywall to sheetrock the home.  Gary, who runs the crew at the shore, 
is a nice guy.  Unlike many contractors, he does what he says he is going to do.  He shows 
up when he says he will, and the guys do nice work.    I had a few concerns which he 
addressed with no friction.  They were definitely not the cheapest, but they did a nice job. 
 
I’ve been lucky with contractors.  My best advice is go with your gut.  If someone makes you 
feel uncomfortable, don’t use them.   
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Mouldings 
 
I wanted to create a classic look for the home and researched mouldings from Fypon, 
Spectis of Canada, Ballmer Studios, and even stopped in to the local Millworks, W. F. 
Sherman & Son in Manasquan, New Jersey.  I wanted to use wood if possible to keep the 
period of the home.   
 
I wanted classic large moldings throughout with the fanciest on the first floor.    I ordered a 7 
inch classic looking base molding from Moulding Décor in Hillsborough, New Jersey.  They 
were very helpful and provided good pricing.   
 
I gave the detailed design to Rafi Kadosh of RK Construction.   He has a good eye and is 
very talented.  I asked that we create a raised panel look in the dining room.  He had his 
own ideas about the door surrounds.  Rafi and his wife Iris run a bed and breakfast called 
Neighbor House in Long Valley, New Jersey.   Neighbor House was built in 1830 and had 
classic moldings throughout.  Rafi wanted to create an old world look, like the Neighbour 
House.  He did a fantastic job.   
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Fireplace Mantles 
After rebuilding the stone fireplace in the living room and adding 4 new gas fireplaces, it was 
time to finish the fireplace surrounds.  We built a custom mantle for the dining room fireplace 
the old fashioned way, piece by piece.   
 
The 3rd floor master bedroom was the next project.  After looking and many examples of 
fireplaces on the internet, I created a custom design.  Having built the mantle in poplar, I had 
planned to paint it.  Upon completion, I decided to stain it in a sunset stain, the same as the 
kitchen cabinets.   
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The Finished Dining Room 
 
 

 
 

  
 



April 1, 2007  Page 46 of 67 

 
 

 



April 1, 2007  Page 47 of 67 



April 1, 2007  Page 48 of 67 

 

The Living Room 
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The Home Gym 
 

 

Flooring 
 
With so many choices, it was difficult to decide what floor would best suit the home.  The 
original floors were made of soft wood pine.  I thought of restoring the original floors, but 
they were in such bad shape that I decided to install new floors.  I contracted with A Aliance 
Floors in Asbury Park.  They gave me pretty good pricing on unfinished Cherry and pre-
finished walnut.  Many flooring suppliers give you a mix of “select” grade wood and the next 
level of quality down.  Albarro, the owner gave me a nice selection of select grade flooring.    
 
Many flooring installers who lay unfinished wood and finish with urethane or varnish after, 
use the $15/gallon finish.  After researching materials, I selected Pacific Strong, a 
commercial grade urethane from Sweden.  My friend and colleague, Richard Schroth, had 
used it in four of his previous homes and told me it was the best stuff on the market.  It 
should be for $55/gallon.  He was right.  Even dogs claws don’t mar the finish.   
 
I decided to add some maple and cherry wood inlays to the dining and living rooms.  
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The Hallways 
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Painting The Interior 
 
Benjamin Moore has a very helpful software program that enables you to see color schemes 
applied to sample pictures for all Benjamin Moore paints.  The software costs $10.00 and 
can be downloaded from their web site.   
 
I selected Mike Clark from New Image Painting.  Mike painted my townhouse about 2 years 
ago and did nice work.  He started by priming the walls, ceiling and trim.  I learned you get a 
better coat of paint if you roll the walls instead of spraying them.  Painters thin the paint to 
get it to flow nicely through the paint sprayer.  After priming, he did the ceilings and trim.     
 
The flooring guys tell you to paint the walls before the floor.  The painter tells you to lay the 
floor first because the flooring contractors will scrape the walls.  I followed the painters’ 
advice.   
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The Kitchen  
 
Cabinets 
 
There are so many decisions when 
designing and building a kitchen.  Should 
you use custom, semi-custom, or 
standard cabinets?  You need to decide 
on the type and style of doors, plywood or 
solid wood sides, and handles.  There are 
different type of trim for the cabinet 
bottoms and tops, and an unlimited 
number of handles and knobs.  
 
Lighting is a study all its own.  If you have 
glass doors, you might want to install in-
cabinet lighting.  If you do, you will want to 
install glass shelves so the light can pass 
through the entire cabinet.  There are 
different types of under cabinet lighting 
and above cabinet up lighting.  I’ll share 
what I decided and why.   
 
First, after many hours and dealers, I 
chose cherry Craftmaid cabinets.  After 
reviewing all different brands and styles, 
Craftmaid was a descent and affordable 
type of cabinet.   I could also get the 
custom look with additional moldings and 
trim.   
 
Appliances 
 
I wanted a refrigerator that was 24” deep 
so it didn’t stick out from the lower 
cabinets.  I looked at Sub-zero and GE, 
and chose the GE bottom freezer version.  
It was about a thousand dollars cheaper 
and I liked the ergonomics.  It comes with 
a choice of fronts including stainless, 
white and custom panel.   
 
I selected the dual fuel Dacor for the main 
stove/oven.  I looked at Viking also.  I 
liked the sealed burners on the Dacor.   I 
selected the GE Advantium 
microwave/convection oven combination 
for the second oven and installed it in the island.    
 
Fisher Paykel makes a 2 drawer dish washer where you can run each independently.  They 
also provide a version that allows you to use doors to finish the front.   
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Kitchen Lighting 
 
I stopped by the local electrical supply house to check out low voltage lighting.  I selected 
low voltage lights for inside and under the cabinets.   
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The Garage 
 
The garage project started after the home was completed.  I searched for garage plans on the 
internet and after looking, decided to design my own from ones I liked.  I created a few designs and 
gave the plans to a local architect to develop the final plans.   
 
The garage had a shower and toilet accessible from a separate exterior door.  We added a sink to the 
2nd floor for a bar area.   I originally wanted to use the second floor as a workshop but later decided to 
make it a game room.   
 
I found a good builder by driving around the area and watching for some good construction.  I 
selected Frank Morris Construction.  His crew was building a stone wall for a home in Spring Lake 
about 5 minutes away.  I had him do the shell, foundation, framing, roof, windows and doors.  I 
separately sub contracted the sheetrock and insulation.  I did the electric, lighting, moldings, and 
paint.   
 
Given we were putting a game room on the second floor, I decided to do raised panel in the stairwell 
and along one wall of the room.   
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The Paver Driveway 
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Views of the Home 
Before 

 
After 
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Winter Photo’s of Finished Home –December ‘03 
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Views of the area 
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The Team 

 
RK Construction, General Contractor, Major 

Reconstruction…molding…porches, … 
(908) 693-1928 

 
Jessie, Home Improvement Gal 

(Jack of all trades) 
 

 

 
 

Mike Clark, New Image Painting (Painter) 
(609) 430-0222 

 

 
 

Rick Lewis, Jersey Coast Mechanical 
(Plumber) 

(732) 684-6680 

 
Gary, Atlantic Heating & Cooling  (HVAC)  

(732) 367-8534 
 

 
Jeff Herbert, Photographer,  

Herbert Studios Inc. 
(201) 529-4599 
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Diane Gola, GAF (Roofing Supplier) 

973 628-3301 

 
Joe Berardesco, (Siding & Roofing) 

(732) 687-5141 

  
 


